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Round-table meeting organized by ACT on 30/4/2017 at AL-DAR Hotel in Jerusalem and
attended by a representative group of all the components of the Palestinian society in
Jerusalem including representatives of political factions, clerics, traditional reconciliation
leaders, Muslims and Christians alike, in addition to women, youth, urban, rural, and
refugee camps representatives.
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Workshop organized by ACT on 14/5/2017 at the St. George Hotel in Jerusalem to present
the findings of the study. The workshop was attended by a ;arger number of academics,
youth, women, organizations, professionals, as well as other concerened with the public
affairs.
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and young people. It can be doable to propose student mediation initiatives
at schools and universities, and to empower children and young people with
the skills to resolve differences before they escalate into conflicts. This would
contribute to preparing a generation with faith in the values of citizenship and
awareness about the importance of conflict resolution. In this context, there is
also room for qualitative research on the historical aspect as well as the young
generations’ current issues and concerns. Regarding the historical aspect,
research can be conducted to highlight Palestinian male and female pioneers
in the ideology of citizenship such as Khalil Al-Sakakini, Muhammad Is’af Al-
Nashashibi, Asma Toubi, May Ziadeh, Anbara Salam al-Khalidi and others.
As for the current issues and concerns, it is possible to open the door for
in-kind studies on the reality of citizenship and civil peace in Jerusalem as we
suggested before. It is also feasible to examine the experiences of the1948
Palestinians and the Syrians in the Golan Heights and to learn from them about
protecting and preserving citizenship.

At the media level

Media is considered one of the most important levers to enhance and promote
the values, rights and duties of citizenship and civil peace. This promotion of
citizenship and civil peace can also be achieved through printed, written and
broadcast media programs, with e mphasis on social media as a new and
dominant means of mass media. Through these and other means, it becomes
possible to shift from the theoretical context into actual practice of citizenship
and civil peace in East Jerusalem. Within this framework, we can build on the
important positive reality, especially that East Jerusalem has not witnessed
any Palestinian-Palestinian conflict similar to that in Gaza and other parts of
the West Bank during the occupation or post the partial withdrawal. This is
considered gain for Jerusalem and a real model that other cities should follow.

To conclude, this survey merely focuses on the city of Jerusalem and leaves
it to other studies to address the prospects of citizenship and civil peace in
the West Bank and Gaza in relation with the existing or non-existing political
reconciliation and the effect of the settler colonial project on citizenship and
civil peace in Jerusalem.
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all levels, to strengthen the resistance by means of involvement in actions
exposing the occupation and to enhance the communication between the
Jerusalemites and those who are displaced in and outside Jerusalem, in
addition to strengthening the ties between Jerusalem and the entire homeland.
Formation of popular movements to promote citizenship and to end the division
would also contribute to augmenting the national immunity in concept and
practice.

At the social level:

Since citizenship is a form of membership in the local community that is under
occupation since 50 years, it becomes a duty to protect and maintain the
citizen’s social rights and duties by engaging them in the local community
development. Thus, discarding individual interests while enhancing collective
work, defending and protecting the rights of women, children and marginalized
groups, highlighting the vital role of youth in the community, promoting
community dialogue among religions with emphasis on the role of the mosque
and church in strengthening social coherence and unity against the occupation,
are all critical aspects alongside the intensification of dialogue among the
various ideological, political and social spectra. It is also important to reject
pre-citizenship cleavages and fragmentations; mainly the regional, factional,
sectarian, tribal, clannish and clientele, and to combat manifestations of crime,
theft and encroachments on land and property and the spread of drugs, whilst
promoting volunteerism and active participation in public affairs.

At the economic level:

Poverty leads to the proliferation of crime. Despite the deteriorating economic
conditions facing the occupied city, the engagement of the national Palestinian
private sector in the social responsibility programs supports to a large extent
the enhancement of protection and community development. It also provides
job opportunities for the Jerusalemites away from the Israeli labor market. In
this regard, cooperatives may serve as an alternative solution.

At the intellectual and cultural levels:

The education on the culture and values of citizenship ( such as participation,
cooperation, tolerance, solidarity, support, volunteering ... ) are important
to promoting tolerance, acceptance, respecting the right to be different,
celebrating diversity and emphasizing the importance of focusing on children
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In its final section, the study alludes to the different civil peace promotion
initiatives that lack sustainability and continuity, calling for the transition from
merely initiatives into practice on the ground. The study suggests that the key
for such transition is the establishment of a holistic participatory approach
that comprises political, social, legal, cultural, and media levels, combined with
the development of a research and policy development agenda and action
programs for the development of citizenship and civil peace in the city as two
vital cranes to leverage the success of the national liberation project against
the settler colonial occupation on the one hand, and the national building of
the independent Palestinian State as a citizenship state, where civil peace that
is based on the dissemination and assimilation of citizenship values prevails.

Conclusions and recommendation

At the legal level:

Whereas there is a need for a profound comprehensive legal study that involves
the official Palestinian institutions, on the means and mechanisms of Palestinian
law enforcement in East Jerusalem and its Palestinian citizens, and in light of
the UN General Assembly Resolution 19 / 67 of the year 2012 recognizing
Palestine as a state and the Palestinian people’s right to self determination, until
then, it becomes possible to develop alternative means to replace recourse
to the Israeli judicial system in solving disputes and maintaining civil peace.
Such means may include arbitration, mediation, conciliation, strengthening the
tribal and Shari’a judicature, and developing other mechanisms that allow for
the promotion of female engagement as mediators and arbitrators, in addition
to mechanisms of implementation of all resolutions, in collaboration with the
Palestinian government and judicial agencies and the national and popular
committees in the occupied city.

Moreover, it is useful to employ the citizenship issue as an approach to defend
the rights of Jerusalemites against the revocation of residency, confiscation
and appropriation of land, house demolition and other violated rights. Also,
programs to enhance the mutual relationship of the rights and duties of both
the citizens and the state are also vital.

At the political level:

Action must be taken to enhance public participation in decision making at
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Palestinian population groups aiming to divide the Palestinian people and to
deny their citizenship in their homeland.

The study also analyzes the situation of civil peace in Palestine, the impact of
the Settler colonial project and the Palestinian internal fragmentations on it. It
analyzes as well some of the aspects of the absence of civil peace in Palesting;
such as the conflicts between the factions, tribes and the different geographic
affinities.

In regard to Jerusalem, the study provides a review of citizenship issues in
the city, starting with the Israeli Definition of the Palestinians’ status in the city,
which considers them as “Jordanian citizens residing permanently in Israel”.
By that, the occupation has separated the people (who were considered
Jordanians) from the land of Jerusalem (which was annexed to Israel). Such
policies were followed by processes of ethnic cleansing, Judaization of the
land, Israelization of the institutions while placing those who did not leave the
city and remained in their different communities, in a political, administrative,
social and economic isolation and closure on one hand, and isolating them
from the other parts of Palestine on the other. The latest closure, which is still
in effect since 1993, was imposed to separate between East Jerusalem, and
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

After this review, the study discusses the projections of the status of citizenship
in East Jerusalem with respect to civil peace. These include, on one hand, the
problems of civil peace faced by the Palestinians of East Jerusalem against
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) due to the ongoing postponement of
the Jerusalem issue in the negotiations and the PNA’s  inability to place East
Jerusalem under its direct jurisdiction.

In addition, another identity-related division has taken place alongside other
social aspects such as the distortion of the national identity and the different
social fragmentations resulting in worse tensions and conflicts; add to that
the growing atomization of giving the priority to “every-man-for-himself
doctrine” verses the overriding public interest and at the expense of individual
and collective interests. The civil society has also been fragmented with the
decline of the role of national leaderships and political actors in solving issues
of Jerusalem and its citizens.

Finally the study also analyzes the inefficiency of the national and political
leadership in solving the problems that threaten civil peace in East Jerusalem
and their failure to settle the conflicts among citizens.
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Executive Summary

This is a conceptual study that aims to review the realities of citizenship and civil
peace; their problems and potentials in East Jerusalem under settler colonial
occupation, the absence of the Palestinian State authority on the ground and
the realities of refuge and fragmentation of the Palestinian people.

The Study starts with a brief review of the concept of citizenship and its political,
social, legal and national aspects, comparing this concept with the situations
of the human being, the citizenship and the residency. . It also distinguishes
clearly between citizenship and nationality, nationalism and identity, and
finally for this part, it provides a comparison between the concepts and the
applications of citizenship in both the Western and the Arab-Islamic worlds.

In the next part, the study analyzes the relationship between citizenship and
civil peace. The study argues that the prevalence of civil peace is an automatic
result of the prevalence of the citizenship values such as tolerance, accepting
the other and respecting the other’s right to be different, recognizing and
celebrating diversity and on top of that, the agreement to use peaceful
solutions in settling conflicts between citizens. As such, civil peace will require
transcending the pre-citizenship fragmentations including the clannish, tribal,
denominational, clientele and sectarian cleavages, besides those that are
based on different geographic affinities.

Moreover, the study discusses the difference between the narrow concept
of civil peace that focuses on ending violence and the broader concept of
connecting it to the promotion of citizenship values as a basis to establish a
sustainable civil peace.

Prior to providing a detailed analysis of citizenship and civil peace in East
Jerusalem, the study addresses the status of these two components in
Palestine, confirming that citizenship in Palestine is a historical one that was
emphasized by the Nationality Law issued during the British Mandatory period
in Palestine in 1925, and the 1931 amendments to this Law, which was later
stated in the UN General Assembly resolutions 194 of 1948, stressing the right
of return to those citizens who left their country and became refugees and
wanted to return to their homeland. This Resolution is still valid until today.

This section also analyzes the different Israeli policies aimed at the dissolution
of the Palestinian citizenship while putting it in an abstention. Also, it refers to
the different Definitions that the 1967 Israeli occupation gave to the different
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